12 BUSINESS RECORDER KARACHI TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 2015

/ Non-availability of gas \
SAI chief warns
of industrial
units’ closure

RECORDER REPORT

KARACHI: Site Association

of Industry’s (SAI) President
Muhammad Jawed Bilwani said
here on Monday that industries of
Site industrial area will be forced
to close their operation if Sui
Southern Gas Company (SSGC)
failed to provide gas to them at
full pressure.
, “Such a move on the part of
industrialists will, on the one
hand, render thousands of work-
ers jobless and, on the other,
result in the fight of capital
abroad,” he wamed.

He was speaking at a news
conference at SAI office where a
large number of industrialists
were also present.

Accusing the SSGC of not
restoring gas supply to the indus-
trial area, the SAI chief said that
getting perturbed over indifferent
attitude of the gas utility, he had
written a letter to Dubai authori-
ties, seeking details of the incen-
tives provided for setting up
industrial units in Dubai.

Bilwani demanded of the
Sindh governor and chief minis-
ter to take up matter of low gas
pressure with the federal govem-
ment without any further delay.

He announced that industrial-
ists of the Site industrial area and
workers will stage a sit-in demon-
stration in front of Governor
House and CM House and
Karachi Press Club if governor
and chief minister failed to take
up the issue of persisting low gas
pressure with the federal govern-
ment.

Deploring that industrial units
have, so far, remained closed for
13 days in January due to either
non-availability of gas or its low
pressure, he said: “This is an age
of competition and if industrial
units fail to operate at 95 per cent
of their installed capacity they
cannot compete in international
market.”

Bilwani alleged that it was a

deliberate attempt to close down
Nldusn'ial units in Site industrial

area which is the oldest and
largest industrial zone of the
country.

Tracing the history of the Site
industrial area, he said that
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah had laid the foundation
stone of the first industry on Sept
26, 1047.

At the outset, he regretted that
federal ministers for petroleum
and natural resources were not
taking measures to help resolve
the lingering issue of persisting
low gas pressure.

He also accused the concerned
authorities of providing 34 gas
connections to CNG stations
from the gas pipeline which was
laid exclusively for supplying gas
to industrial units of Site.

He said that although the indus-
trial sector was paying 98 per
cent gas bills regularly, the SSGC
has failed to maintain full gas
pressure in the Site industrial
area. :

Voicing concern over persist-
ing low gas pressure in Site
industrial area, KCCI’s former
president and' a leader of
Businessmen Group, Siraj
Kassim Teli, urged the SSGC to
help resolve the lingering issue
without any further delay.

He also urged legislators
belonging to MQM and PPP to
intervene into the matter and help
resolve the issue at the earliest.

Another former president of
KCCI, Zubair Motiwala, said that
first priority in providing gas con-
nections should be given to
industries.

He apprehend that industrial
units of the city might not be able
get éxports orders in future if they
remained closed due to gas short-
age. Meanwhile, industrialists
and factory workers of the Site
industrial area on Monday staged
a protest demonstration in front
of Site Association’s office to
voice their anger over acute short-

‘age of gas in the industrial area.

They also chanted slog%
against SSGC. Y,
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Gas
shortages
in SITE

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The closure of gas
supply to the SITE industries
will prompt industrialists fo
close down units and lay off
workers, an official said on
Monday. :

"SITE Association of Industry |
President Muhammad Jawed |
“Bilwani, addressing a news con-
ference, said the Sul Southern
Gas Company Limited (85GC)
should provide gas to SITE in-
dustries to protect hundreds of
thousands of workers from los-
ing their jobs.

Bilwani said a large number
of factories were facing sub-
stantial decline in their produc-
tion capacity due to gas out-
ages.
~ He also expressed concerns

over the non-seriousness of the
| Sindh government saying that
frequent gas outages for the in-
dustry were a deliberate at-
tempt to shatter the export busi-
ness causing a loss of valuable
orders for the next season.

«It is ironic that instead of
providing uninterrupted gas to
industrial units, SSGC is supply-
ing gas to the CNG stations
from the same pipeline laid in
the SITE area,” he said.

He questioned the SSGC and
0il and Gas Regulatory Author-
ity for giving permission to
CNG stations in the SITE Indus-
trial avea, which resulted in low-
ering gas pressure to the export-
oriented industries. |

Bilwani demanded of the
government to lay a separate
pipeline for supply of gas to
CNG stations so the factories
get the required gas pressure to
continue production. /
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